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Leading the Way…That Others May Follow

 

Anna Peterson attended Lakehill from fif th grade through graduation. 
In addition to playing Varsity Basketball, Softball and Volleyball, she 
was Salutatorian of the Class of 2008. Today, she is a mechanical 
engineer working in Plano, Texas.

A unique Senior Internship experience did help Anna decide her 
ultimate career f ield. How her Internship training, and some 
manners training from her mother, helped Anna get her f irst career 
start is an interesting story.

As the time for her Senior Internship Program approached, Anna 
could not decide if she wanted to go into biomedical engineering 
or medical research. With the encouragement of her mother, she 
decided to do a split internship. One half of her Senior Internship 
experience was with an electrical and computer science 

engineering f irm. The other half was with the Baylor Islet Cells 
Laboratory working on a diabetes research project.

The first thing Anna learned from her Internship was that, while it was very interesting, medical 
laboratory research was not for her. After graduating from Lakehill she went to the University of 
Kansas to study engineering. When she was given the choice of either chemical or mechanical 
engineering, Anna chose mechanical engineering with an emphasis on biomechanical engineering. 
Among the unique experiences Anna had in her KU engineering program was being one of only four 
women in the seventy-student class. 

Approaching Christmas 2011, and the half way mark of her senior year at KU, Anna received a 
peculiar phone call. It was from the president of the engineering f irm in which Anna had done her 
Lakehill Senior Internship. The man on the other end of the line said, “I was cleaning out my desk 
today and I found the very nice thank-you note you wrote to us when you finished your internship here 
a few years ago. It ’s been quite a while since we last talked, so I thought I’d call to see how you are 
and wish you happy holidays.”  

Anna explained that she was in her senior year at the University of Kansas majoring in engineering. 
She said that she hoped to return to the Dallas area to work upon graduation. After a brief and 
informal interview the company president hired Anna!

Today, Anna thoroughly enjoys the design work she is doing. She said, “I do a lot of computer 
generated 3-D modeling in creating my designs. It really is fascinating.” She also commented on how 
thankful she is that her mother always “encouraged” her to write appropriate thank-you notes. 
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Every Lakehill Preparatory School graduate must successfully complete an internship experience during his or her 
senior year. While some students view the process as part of the Rite of Passage to achieve graduation, others see it 
as an opportunity to test potential career possibilities or to encounter something completely new. Regardless, most 
graduates look back on their Senior Internship as a positive component of their Lakehill education.

Over the years, Lakehill seniors have had some very interesting and rewarding internships. For many, their internship 
experiences were helpful at some point in their lives or even led them into a career. As an aspect of recognizing our 
Alumni Pathfinders, we would like to highlight some of the Lakehill Alumni whose experiences reveal to others the 
story of Lakehill’s unique Senior Internship Program.


