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Warrior Path�nders
Leading the Way…That Others May Follow

Every Lakehill Preparatory School graduate must successfully complete an internship experience during his or her 
senior year. While some students view the process as part of the Rite of Passage to achieve graduation, others see it 
as an opportunity to test potential career possibilities or to encounter something completely new. Regardless, most 
graduates look back on their Senior Internship as a positive component of their Lakehill education.

Over the years, Lakehill seniors have had some very interesting and rewarding internships. For many, their internship 
experiences were helpful at some point in their lives or even led them into a career. As an aspect of recognizing our 
Alumni Pathfinders, we would like to highlight some of the Lakehill Alumni whose experiences reveal to others the 
story of Lakehill’s unique Senior Internship Program.

 

Through the course of attending Lakehill from the ninth through twelfth 
grades, Laura Durbin became the Valedictorian of the Class of 2007. Her 
academic awards, as one might expect, were numerous. However, Laura 
was also very involved at Lakehill in activities outside the classroom.

In addition to her pursuits in the National Honor Society, where she taught 
middle school students after school, Laura was President of the Film Society. 

A gif ted singer, she also served as soprano section leader in the Lakehill 
Choir and performed in the lead role of Daisy Mae during the stage 
production of Li’l Abner her senior year.

Laura enjoyed her experiences as a tutor and teacher for other students, and her favorite subject was English. 
For her Senior Internship she found a perfect f it in the opportunity to work with and shadow Mr. Evan 
Matthews, Lakehill’s current Department Chair for 8 through 12 English. Although her life has taken some 
very dif ferent, and exciting, directions since her graduation from Lakehill, she believes that Senior Internship 
proved to be very worthwhile.

While an undergraduate at Vassar, Laura took a course in Psychology and liked it. She also studied for one 
semester in Australia. Laura went on to earn an Elementary Education Teaching Certif icate and a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Psychology. After graduation she took a position teaching in the inner city for third and 
sixth grade children.

The summer before teaching Laura received an internship at Yale University working in a social psychology 
lab. She found the lab research very interesting, but felt she would prefer to help people more directly on a 
daily basis. So, in January of 2012, Laura traveled to Korea where she taught English to Kindergarten, third, 
and sixth grade students in the infamous Gangnam district.

During the year she spent teaching in Korea, Laura began applying to graduate schools at major universities 
with Public Health Service related programs, which she believed would combine her love for research and her 
desire to work with and help others. Laura has returned from Korea and is now living in Virginia. This coming 
August she will begin a Master’s of Public Health program, with a focus in epidemiology, at Columbia 
University.     
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