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The Fortieth Commencement in Lakehill Preparatory School’s forty-two year history was held on May 31, 2013. 
At that joyous ceremony our graduates, their guests and Lakehill family received a heartwarming address from a 
special person who attended Lakehill for over one quarter of those years.

Joseph Portera was a Lakehill Lifer who spent thirteen years at our school. Before graduation in 1997, he was a 
student council representative, class officer, member of the National Honor Society, baseball and tennis player, 
and the recipient of the “I Dare You Leadership Award.”

He received his bachelor’s degree in English literature, Magna Cum Laude, from Colgate University, where he 
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. Before attending law school he worked for “Wired” magazine as a reporter and 
writer in San Francisco. Joseph received his Juris Doctorate with high honors from the University of Texas 
School of Law. He was a member of the Texas Law Review and received the Deans Award in Cyber Law.

Before joining the law firm of Susman Godfrey, ranked as the number one litigation boutique in the country by 
Vault, Joseph clerked for the Honorable Sidney A. Fitzwater of the United States District Court for the Northern 
District of Texas. Joseph is now a partner at Susman Godfrey where he has played key stand-up roles in 
multiple high-stakes trials taken to verdict.

His messages to our graduates and guests emphasized three important issues, which were Challenges, 
Integrity and Personal Relationships.

With touching sincerity Joseph told the graduates that over the next four years they would experience many 
challenges; some expected, but most unexpected. His message was to embrace the challenges because their 
families and Lakehill Prep had prepared them to meet any challenge.

On the issue of integrity, Joseph professed that as Lakehill students the graduates had learned integrity meant 
always trying to do what is right, not what one can get away with. His message was to resist upcoming 
temptations and jealously guard their integrity regardless of the cost.

In closing Joseph stressed the importance of family and friends in their lives ahead. He suggested that the 
demands of life after Lakehill would often try to put distance or time constraints between the graduates and their 
loved ones. His message stressed, above whatever the demands, always cherish family and friends.

Joseph and his wife, Elysisa, live in Lakewood with their two daughters, Isabella, 3 years old and Mia, 1 year old.
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