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Thoughts from Roger L. Perry

Dear Friends,

This school year is remarkable in so many ways. We are enjoying the 
largest enrollment in the history of the school. The growth we have 
experienced over the past few years has maximized the available spaces in 
our building. 

The Board of Directors has set the stage for the first major building project, 
on the Hillside campus, since the Charles J. Wyly auditorium and Upper 
School classroom project in 2000 and the renovation of the gymnasium in 
2010. Our new project will provide us with 16,000 square feet of new spaces 
and renovation of 8,000 square feet of our current space. 

These enhancements on our main campus will allow us to continue our 
growth to 500 students and to upgrade facilities and programs for our 
students. The quiet phase of the Capital Campaign has been going on for 
the past year and the results are very motivating. In the weeks to come, we 
will be sharing more about this much needed project, and will seek your 
generosity to make this new campus enhancement a reality. 

You will also see some activity related to pre-construction and signs 
announcing zoning hearings at the city. All of this activity will be very 
exciting and we anticipate construction beginning in 2015. 

Your participation in the Opening Doors Capital Campaign will be critical in 
opening doors of opportunity for your children and the many children who 
will enjoy the Lakehill experience in the future. 

Sincerely,

Roger L. Perry  
Headmaster
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 &HAIL  FAREWELL
Lisa Bracken
Lisa Bracken, Lakehill’s new Director of Admission, brings a unique set of 
credentials to her position. A native Texan, Lisa graduated from Richardson 
High School and then earned a Bachelor of Science in Education and a 
Master’s Degree in Reading Education from the University of North Texas. 
Her entire career has been dedicated to education, with the past few years 
spent in non-profit management with KERA Public Television and as Project 
Director for the Zero to Five Funders’ Collaborative. In both positions, 
Lisa’s area of focus was on helping low-income families with the tools they 
need to educate their children. However, two of her greatest assets for 
understanding the spirit of Lakehill to communicate with prospective new 
families are Sofia and Lily, the Bracken’s twin third graders who have been 
Lakehill Warriors since Kindergarten. 

“I still remember the day of our kindergarten Snow Cone Party and how 
we felt when we received our acceptance letter.” Lisa said describing the 
emotions she and Michael, her husband of eleven years, felt when they 

decided to enroll their children in Lakehill. “I can’t wait to share that with others.” 
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Katherine Fredericks
Katherine Fredericks joins the Lakehill faculty this year, teaching fifth and 
sixth grade science as well as the seventh and eighth grade elective, Nature 
Exploration. She is also serving as a sixth grade sponsor.
  
A native of Jackson, Mississippi, Fredericks holds both a Bachelor and Master 
of Science from Millsaps College. Prior to taking the job at  Lakehill, Fredericks 
covered both ends of the educational spectrum, teaching pre-school for two 
years and then AP and Honors Biology at a private school in Jackson.
 
Fredericks and her husband, Andrew, who is completing his medical residency 
in Dallas, enjoy spending time outdoors, with SCUBA diving being one of 
their favorite activities. For fun, she also teaches a work-out class at Pure 
Barre. Fredericks says she has never seen an environment quite like Lakehill. 
“Everyone is so open-minded, supportive, and extremely nice. I love it.”

Sacha Troxler
Sacha Troxler came to the Lakehill faculty this year to teach Lower School Art 
and the Upper School Yearbook class.
 
She grew up in Montana, Utah, Wyoming, and Alaska. Sacha earned a 
Bachelor of Environmental Design from Texas A&M University. After moving 
to New York, she received a Master of Fine Arts in Theatrical Set Design from 
SUNY Purchase. After graduation, she worked on and off Broadway doing set 
design for national touring shows in New York City. 

Along with her husband and four sons, Sacha loves their annual summer 
camping adventures and the family bonding time the trips provide. “Every 
summer my family drives to a different part of the country and camps for 
about six weeks,” she explained. “We hope to get to all 50 states before my 
oldest son graduates high school. We are up to about 35 so far!”
 
“I love helping people learn that they are artists,” Sacha told us. “I truly 
believe everyone has an artist in them. It is more about the process of 

creating than a final product you hang on the wall. The best part of my day is getting to witness first-hand the 
explosion of creativity that comes out of children.”



Denise Palmer
Denise Palmer joins the Lakehill faculty full time this year, teaching Middle 
School Intro to Algebra, Algebra I, Upper School Algebra I, and Geometry. She 
also serves as a sponsor of the sophomore class and National Junior Honor 
Society.
 
Born in England, Palmer was raised in the Midwest, before moving to Dallas 
in 1996. She graduated from Butler University with a B.S. in Mathematics and 
Computer Science and received a Masters of Arts in Mathematics Education and 
Computer Science Education from Concordia University. Prior to teaching, she 
worked as a Management Information Systems Consultant in Chicago and as 
a Management Information Systems Coordinator in a large public school. Now 
in her sixth year of teaching, Palmer also taught math at Oak Park/River Forest 
High School in Chicago and at Highland Park High School in Dallas. 
 
A self-professed fan of “all things British,” Palmer enjoys reading and traveling. 
But Palmer most enjoys spending time with her husband of twenty years, Bob, 
and their two children. Ben, an eighth grader, and Stella, a seventh grader, have both attended Lakehill since 
kindergarten. 
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Cristi McCarty
Cristi McCarty returns to the Lakehill faculty part-time this year, teaching Algebra I 
and AP Statistics.  
Born in Tulsa, McCarty grew up in Dallas. She graduated from Texas A&M 
University with a B.A. in Modern Languages (French and Russian) and a minor 
in Mathematics. McCarty worked in International Marketing at Le Pain Turner in 
France. While she enjoyed living and working in France, she wanted something 
“more” from her career. “It was at that point that I realized I would not find what I 
had been looking for in marketing. Instead, I needed to teach. I loved it!” McCarty 
taught for five year’s at J.J. Pearce High School and for a year at The Children’s 
Center. This is her sixth year at Lakehill, where she has also served as a Math 
tutor.
 
McCarty has two sons, Cris, 19, and Brian, 17. In her free time, she enjoys 
hiking, skiing, and reading. On Tuesday mornings, you will find her volunteering 
at Baylor Hospital in the neonatal ICU where she feeds and holds the babies. 
Clearly someone who enjoys working with teenagers and loves her job, McCarty 
says her goal this year is to encourage students to enjoy math.  

Michael Jones
Michael Jones joins the Lakehill faculty this year, teaching Upper School World 
Literature and AP World Literature.
 
He is a native of Dallas and completed his B.A. in Philosophy from S.M.U. From the 
University of Texas at Dallas, Michael earned a double M.A. in the Humanities in 
Literary Criticism and Theory, as well as Continental Philosophy. He is currently doing 
doctoral studies in the same field, specializing in philosophical hermeneutics (the study 
of the methodological principles of interpretation) in the Greek, German, and French 
tradition, and also Indo-Tibetan philosophy and soteriology (the study of religious 
doctrines of salvation).
 
Training in foreign languages and in philosophy are things he enjoys and Michael will 
have an article published in American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly by Summer 
2015. He has just finished translating a soon to be published text from the Tibetan on 
pre-renaissance Tibetan philosophy. 



Opening Doors for 40 Years
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Roger L. Perry, Headmaster

This is a special year for a very special person. Roger L. Perry 

is that person and the parents, students and faculty of Lakehill 

Preparatory School whose lives he has touched have countless 

examples of why he is special. The distinction this year holds is that 

2015 marks Perry’s 40th year of service to the institution. He has 

the longest tenure of any actively serving Headmaster in the ISAS 

(Independent Schools Association of the Southwest) which includes 

the 88 private schools in Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Louisiana, 

Kansas, and Arizona.

The spring semester of 1975 provided Perry’s first teaching 

experience and set in motion his journey to Lakehill. At Plano High School, working under 

his supervising teacher, Ronnie Floyd, he taught five classes of U.S. Government and one class of Russian History. The 

experience was less rewarding than the idealistic young educator 

had expected, so he planned to attend graduate school the following 

fall to work on a Master’s Degree in City Management. At some point 

in the spring, Mr. Floyd suggested he join a church softball team and 

the journey to Lakehill began. 

Fortunately, while playing in a church softball league, Perry met 

another player, Tims Edwards, who had been hired to be the Athletic 

Director for a small private school named Lakehill Preparatory. He 

convinced Perry to join him in coaching the football team. “I went 

from the largest school in the Metroplex to one of the smallest,” Perry 

said. “But it gave me the opportunity to go to grad school at UNT in 

the morning, coach football in the afternoon, and not starve.”

In December, after the departure of the school’s Assistant Headmaster, Perry 

was offered that position. He recalled the day saying, “The Headmaster said that if I’d help him out as Assistant, he’d help 

with my graduate school and I could go to college at night. He also said he’d increase my pay by $400 per month. I went 

home and told my wife, Virginia, ‘We’re in the money!’”

Perry served as Assistant Headmaster for six years. Additionally, during that time, he 

started coaching the baseball team and led the Warriors to two state championship 

games. “We also went through three or four Headmasters while I was Assistant,” Perry 

said. 

In February of 1983, following the departure of the Headmaster, the President of the 

Lakehill Board, Bill McMillin, and another Board Member, Erle Nye, went to see 

Perry and offered him the job. When asked about that meeting Perry laughed, “After 

losing the previous Headmasters, I wasn’t too sure whether I should take the job or 

not. Of course, now, I’m really glad that I did.” 

Perry reflected on his most memorable, and important, moments at Lakehill. 

“I’ve been fortunate to have developed lifelong relationships through this school. 
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Certainly the Upper School skiing trips every Spring Break were memorable - all twenty five of them! Having my own 

children start in Kindergarten, grow here, and then graduate provided a wealth of memories. I coached Upper School 

baseball until 1995 and then coached Middle School until seven or eight years ago. I loved every minute of that.

“I have forty full years of memorable moments. I could never list them all. One of my most humbling experiences 

came at a Board of Directors Meeting in the 2001-02 school year. I came to the main campus for the scheduled 

meeting and one of the Board Members told me that the Board had decided to move the meeting to the new 

Ferguson Road campus. When I arrived there the place was filled with families, Board Members and donors. They 

told me they had named it the Roger L. Perry Campus and we had a big party. I was very touched by that.

“I’d like to think that I’ve done a lot of important things for this school over the years, but at the end of the day,” Perry 

said resolutely, “the most important things I have done were meeting with families and kids in crisis.”

Describing some of the people who have been important in his life over the past forty years, Perry said, “My wife, 

parents and grandparents truly continue to have the most impact on who I am today. Over the years I have also 

enjoyed the benefit of amazing mentors and role models.

“Bernard Fulton, the founding Headmaster of the Greenhill School, and Bob Lyle, a former Headmaster at the 

Hockaday School, provided guidance and insight about the school business that was immensely valuable. The many 

CEOs and successful business people, whom I have come to know through the school, also had a dramatic impact 

on the way I approach situations and opportunities. They also made it possible for my family and me to do things I 

only dreamed about doing as a youngster.”

Perry strongly believes that the most important way for a school to have a positive impact on the lives of children 

is through its teachers. “I have been blessed to be surrounded by outstanding educators at Lakehill for my entire 

career and our efforts, together, have enhanced the lives of thousands of children.”  

Would Perry do anything differently if he could go back in time? Probably not. “Realistically, no, I wouldn’t have done 

anything differently. Of course, I wish some things had turned out differently. For example, if the Board had taken 

the opportunity to buy the DeGolyer Estate and the eighty acres the Arboretum is on when it was offered to us for 

$500,000, things would sure be different around here now. There were also a few more teachers and kids I wish I 

could have saved along the way. I just couldn’t come up with the magic.” 

In describing what makes Lakehill Preparatory School so special, Perry explained proudly, “Everyone here has the 

chance to be something. Students can do things here that maybe they couldn’t do anywhere else in the world. They 

can become anything they want to be, and the people in this building encourage them at every step. Our students 

leave here with more confidence than they’ve ever had before.

“Lakehill opens so many doors for our students. We also give them the desire and ability to continue opening new 

doors for the rest of their lives.” 



Alumni
Home for the Holidays

For  the  second consecut ive  year,  Lakeh i l l ’s  youngest  A lumni  ga thered fo r  a  spec ia l  even ing . 

Whi le  our  most  recent  g raduates  were  on  the i r  ho l iday  breaks  f rom the  co l leges  and un ivers i t ies 

they  are  a t tend ing  around the  wor ld ,  Lakeh i l l ’s  Off i ce  o f  A lumni  Re la t ions  inv i ted  them to  come 

Home for  the  Hol idays.

On January  6 ,  2015,  co l lege-age A lumni  re tu rned to  the  Lakeh i l l  gym to  reconnect  w i th  f r iends 

and fami ly  and to  cheer  on  the  Vars i ty  G i r l s  and Vars i ty  Boys  Warr io r  Basketba l l  Teams.  The 

A lums were  honored w i th  f ree  admiss ion  and f ree  p izza  to  ce lebra te  the i r  re tu rn . 

Lakeh i l l  Eng l ish  Depar tment  Cha i r  fo r  g rades  8  th rough 12 ,  Tim Hagood ,  sa id  a f te r  the  event , 

“ I  en joyed v is i t ing  w i th  so  many o f  our  pas t  s tudents .  Some o f  them I  had no t  seen s ince  the i r 

g raduat ion .  I t ’s  very  reward ing  to  hear  about  the i r  exper iences  and successes  a f te r  Lakeh i l l 

Prep . ”

In  o rder  to  he lp  our  co l lege-age A lumni  s tay  connected  w i th  one another,  and w i th  the i r  Lakeh i l l 

fami ly,  the  Off i ce  o f  A lumni  Re la t ions  is  a l ready  p lann ing  nex t  year ’s  Home fo r  the  Ho l idays 

event .  “ I ’m so  g lad  th is  has  become an annua l  t rad i t ion . ”  Lakeh i l l  Headmaster,  Roger  L .  Perry , 

commented.  “ I t  g ives  our  younger  A lumni  a  reason to  come back  to  campus and see everyone. 

Hear ing  about  where  our  g raduates  are  and what  th ings  are  go ing  on  in  the i r  l i ves  is  a  g rea t  way 

to  s ta r t  o f f  a  new year ! ”   
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DR  MBEATS
TCU PARENTS WEEKEND FALL 2014 
Emi ly  Al ton ‘14  w i th  her  Mom,  Karen Owen
Hudson Trent  ‘14  and h is  Mom,  Lor i  Trent

Last  fa l l  Emily  Al ton ’14 ,  p ledged Ch i  Omega Soror i t y  a t  TCU.  She is  p ic tu red  here 

a t  TCU Parents  Weekend Fa l l  2014 w i th  her  mother,  Karen Owen ,  who is  a lso  a  Ch i 

Omega.

 

Nicole  Ido ’05 ,  has  been w i th  Foss i l  Inc .  in  R ichardson fo r  four  years .  Th is  pas t  fa l l 

she  was promoted to  the  Globa l  Communica t ions  Team and serves  as  the  Globa l 

Communica t ions  Copywr i te r. 

Seth Archer  ’96 ,  i s  now a  Sergeant  in  the  Ar l ing ton  Po l ice  Depar tment  and cur ren t ly  l i ves 

in  Mid lo th ian ,  Texas .

Jesse Pof f -Hancock ‘05 ,  i s  cur ren t ly  the  baseba l l  coach fo r  Casa View 

E lementary  Schoo l  in  the  DISD.  A f te r  rev iv ing  the  program the  schoo l  go t  a 

sponsorsh ip  two years  ago f rom the  Texas  Rangers  Foundat ion .  S ince  then ( in  the 

two year,  8  game season +  tournaments )  they  have gone to  a  record  o f  15-4-1 ,  ho ld 

d iv is iona l  championsh ip  t roph ies ,  2nd and 3rd  p lace  t roph ies ,  and an  undefea ted 

regu la r  season t rophy.  Las t  year  two s tudents  were  se lec ted  to  p lay  on  the  Rangers 

a l l -s ta r  you th  team vs  Houston .  Jesse sa id ,  “The most  reward ing  par t  o f  i t  a l l  has 

been watch ing  them learn ,  p lay  and respec t  the  game. ”

Carr ie  Pat terson ’08 ,  g raduated  f rom TCU in  2012 w i th  a  degree in  F inance and is 

cur ren t ly  l i v ing  in  Uptown Da l las .  Car r ie   works  as  a  f inanc ia l  ana lys t  fo r  a  venture 

cap i ta l  backed s ta r t  up .  She is  look ing  fo rward   to  s ta r t ing  work  on  an  MBA soon. 

Preston Mi l ler  ‘09 .  i s  in  h is  second year  o f  g rad  schoo l  a t  Marsha l l 

Un ivers i ty  where  he  was awarded the  J .  Edgar  Hoover  Scho larsh ip ,  a 

p res t ig ious  $25,000 award .  Pres ton  is  the  on ly  cand ida te  ever  to  be  se lec ted 

unan imous ly  by  the  scho larsh ip  commi t tee .  He earned h is  bache lor  degree in 

b iochemis t ry  wh i le  on  a  fu l l  scho la rsh ip  to  Vassar  Co l lege in  Poughkeeps ie , 

New York .  A t  Marsha l l ,  h is  a reas  o f  concent ra t ion  are  d ig i ta l  fo rens ics  and 

c r ime scene inves t iga t ion .  Upon graduat ion  in  May,  Pres ton  w i l l  work  fo r  S t roz 

Fr iedberg ,  a  lead ing  d ig i ta l  fo rens ics  f i rm,  in  New York ,  NY.

Kyle  Nye ’89 ,  w i th  h is  w i fe ,  Me leah,  and sons ,  Sam (9)  and 

Wes ley  (7 )  a t  the i r  home in  San Anton io ,  Texas .
  



LIFE @ LAKEHILL
Homecoming 2014
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Homecoming week at Lakehill meant everyone caught the Warrior spirit! Each day of the week was a “Spirit Day” with 
great participation. On Monday, teachers and students donned their Red, White, and Blue for “’Merica Day” while on 
Tuesday, everyone supported their favorite college. Everyone seemed to be seeing double on Twin Day on Wednesday, 
and on Thursday the halls were filled with Lakehill colors and a lot of spirit! On Friday, students were encouraged to wear 
their Halloween costumes.

Tribes gathered on Thursday afternoon to compete in a friendly door-decorating competition. Alumni parents Kellie 
Armentrout, Marian Ballard, Lori Trent, Karen Vickery, and Carol Walton returned to Lakehill and served as judges. 
The winner of the contest was Mr. Dunklau and Dr. Kroll’s tribe. Second place went to the tribe led by Ms. Hauschild 
and Mr. Rodriguez, while the tribe led by Ms. Poore and Mr. Herron claimed third.

The All-School Pep Rally energized attendees and included a senior skit, performances from the Middle School and 
Varsity cheerleaders, and a special performance of Karma Chameleon by Lakehill’s Man Choir.

During halftime of the spirited Homecoming Game against Waco Live Oak, Lakehill’s Homecoming Court was presented 
and the Homecoming Queen was crowned. The Homecoming Court consisted of freshman Rachel Bloom, escorted by 
Gerard Franklin; sophomore Claire Crow, escorted by Dylan Welch; and junior Sofia De La Cruz, escorted by Carlos 
Lopez, III.

Senior Nominees for Homecoming Queen were: Erin Boyce, escorted by Kiefer Gorena; Jana Kahn, escorted by Jack 
Pippen; Kelly Werther, escorted by Baustin Shaw; Camille Willaford, escorted by Brent Huggins; and Haley York, 
escorted by Cole Ellis.

A surprised Haley York was crowned 2014 Homecoming Queen.

Senior Night, recognizing Lakehill’s senior students and their parents, was an added bonus to this year’s Warrior 
Homecoming halftime celebrations. 

Despite some scheduling bumps due to rescheduled football teams,  Homecoming 2014 brought Alumni back together. 
Nothing like being with old friends! GO WARRIORS! 



it opened my mind
to greater academic rigor as well

as opportunities in athletics, the arts, and
leadership that I would never have experienced in 

my neighborhood school.
- Colin Dunnigan,  Class of ‘89

it’s a family. Staff and family support are all in it together to help prepare, mentor, and propel students for suc-cess in and beyond the classroom. - Brad Gamboa, Class of ‘00

it was the perfect size and environment for me to grow as a student and as a young man.- Joe Carlos, Class of ‘93

for us, being a part of a small environment

has been Huge! We also love the interaction 

the underclassmen have with the upperclass-

men and where else can you go where the 

Headmaster plays pool with students during 

open period. 

- Cliff & Donna Welch, Parents - Sophomore

Faculty and Staff have managed to create the most amazing family oriented, opportunity filled, academically challenging atmosphere within which both of our children, over the past 17 years, have grown, blossomed, and thrived to become well-rounded, mature, and independant adults armed and ready for whatever the world has to offer them. - Steve Werther, Parent - Senior, Alumni

our teachers have heart; 
they look for potential in      

every student; they nurture 
that potential in the class-

room and out, be it in cheer, 
theater, sports; no shortcuts; 

our teachers know our 
students and our students 

trust them. 
- Ginny Currey, 

Parent - Junior, Alumni

it is a welcoming, close-knit       

community of teachers, parents, 

and students working together and 

trying their best.
- Meredith Sauer, Faculty - 3rd

class sizes permitstudents to get the attention 
and support they need to be successful learners. 

Also, the campus is the right size for students and 
teachers at different grade levels  to get to know each other. - Lou Wilkin,  Faculty - Spanish

it is a true learning 
community pursuing 
knowledge, wisdom 

and friendship.
- Martina Kroll 

Faculty - US Science

great things 
come in small packages!- Casey Pike, Faculty - Library

it is more than just a school. We are a 
close knit community dedicated to a central 
mission.
- Jamie Thorne, Faculty - Social Studies

the friendliness, professionalism and 

generosity of the faculty and staff make     

Lakehill the ideal place to work. The 

parents and students are pretty awesome, 

too! - Marian Drake, Faculty - Reception

our teachers wanted to teach and we got to pioneer some great traditions as the first high school students in 1971.- Linda Locklear Middleton, Class of ‘75

I still like family when I’m hundreds of miles away.
- Jackson Vickery, Class of ‘13

of its awesome athletics!
- Carrie Patterson,  Class of ‘08

of the finest education provided by their exceptional 

faculty, in a fantastic, quality, learning environment. I 

can honestly say that both of my exemplary children 

would not be who they are today without everything 

that Lakehill provided them.

- Katie Werther, Parent - Senior, Alumni

Teachers, Teachers, 
Teachers. The amount 
of personal attention 

my children have 
received and benefited 
from is phenomenal.

- Rick Currey 
Parent - Junior, Alumni

of the way that theadministration and faculty work withfamilies to ensure that each child reaches his or her potential.Francis Knipp,  Parent - 1st & 3rd

...each student is challenged to be the very best they can be, so in accordance they graciously rise to every opportunity. - Kevin Turner,  Parent Junior, Alumni

because it’s 
all-encompassing!

- Irwin Thompson, Parent 
Junior, Alumni

because my 
children love Lakehill.   

   Bill Reister - Parent - 3rd, 4th

of the small class sizes and our 

daughter gets individual atten-

tion.  - Kerry & Claudia Salas 

                Parents - 2nd

of the sense of community 
and small-town feel.- Ross & Tracy Crum, Parents - K, 2nd 

-everyone cares about
 the success of each individual student

- Kyle Crow,  Parent - 5th,Junior

LIFE @ LAKEHILL
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Homecoming & Alumni
The LPS Honor Class of 1984 celebrated their 30th Reunion at Homecoming 2014! Those 
attending the celebration were: Karen Killough, Clay Alexander, Michelle Schein Mandell, 
Julie Luedke Lindenmeyer, Marsha Maimbourg, Brad Bartholow

An Award Winning School

Lakehill Preparatory School 

was honored throughout this 

past year, receiving several 

prestigious awards from the 

community it serves.

The school was selected by the Greater East Dallas Chamber of Commerce for the 2014 Live Local Award for a Nonprofit 

Organization for the important role the school plays in the community. Winners were honored by U.S. Congressman 
Jeb Hensarling on August 19 at a banquet in their honor. Darlene Ellison, Chair of the Greater East Dallas Chamber, 

highlighted some of the reasons Lakehill was selected from the impressive list of nominees. “Lakehill’s ‘clients’ are their 

students,” said Ellison, “but the school serves so many others in our East Dallas community.” Ellison highlighted several 

ways Lakehill extends its reach into the community, including the many hours of service contributed by students and faculty 

throughout the community and Lakehill’s ongoing commitment to a variety of organizations and projects, including UNICEF, 

Meals on Wheels, White Rock Lake, and senior citizens in East Dallas. Additionally, Ellison cited the tremendous impact 

Lakehill’s second campus has had on the economic growth and development of the Ferguson Road area.

Lakehill was also voted Best Private School in Dallas by the readers of the Rockwall, 

Park Cities, and North Dallas publications, Living Magazine. Earlier in the summer, Lakehill 

advanced to the final stages in the Dallas Business Journal’s Best Places to Work awards 

program and The Dallas Morning News Top Workplaces program.

For the sixth consecutive year, Lakehill Preparatory School was selected for the 2014 Dallas Award in the Private 

Elementary & Secondary Schools category by the U.S. Commerce Association (USCA).

Closer to home, the readers of Lakewood Bubblelife voted Lakehill the Best Elementary School in Lakewood, and the 

Warrior Athletic Complex the Best Place to Play Sports in East Dallas.

Back Row - Scott Prevratil (’89), Brad Bartholow (‘84), Dixon Wiles (‘89), 
Reef Wilson (‘89), Colin Dunnigan (‘89),  Michelle Schein Mandell(‘84), 
Erik Maynard (‘85), Michael Owen (‘85); 

Middle Row - Cindy Luedke Podner (‘87), Marsha Maimbourg (‘84), Steve Platt (‘85); 

Front Row - Clay Alexander (‘84), Nicole Alphin (‘89), Colleen McMillin McCall (‘86), 
Julie Luedke Lindenmeyer (‘84), Karen Killough (’84)

The Honor Class of 1989 enjoyed their 25th Reunion Homecoming! Pictured here at the 
celebration are: Scott Prevratil, Dixon Wiles, Nicole Alphin, Colin Dunnigan, and Reef Wilson

Back Row - Nicole Alphin, Betsy Bartholow Garza, 
Dixon Wiles, Colin Dunnigan
Front Row: Reef Wilson, Jennifer Jacobie Ewing, 
Scott Prevratil

Alumni Reunion Dinner

Lakehill has offered many new challenges to my sons. With each new challenge that they have met and mastered, my sons are becoming more prepared for college and life. 
- Mary Crutchfield, Parent - Sophomores

everyone is wearing smiles:  
from the front desk, to management, 
faculty and students. That speaks 
volumes and Lakehill is the ideal 
environment for our kids to grow up in. 
Minerva Swad, Parent - 2nd & 4th

it’s my home
(and family!) 

away from home.
- John Trout, Faculty - 4th

   my students and colleagues inspire me to do my best and bring me joy every single day.    Victoria John, Faculty              - Math/Latin

when we moved to Dallas mid-

year, everyone from teachers 

to administrators to staff knew 

my daughter and greeted her 

by name within her first week 

at the school.  It really helped 

her transition to her new 

environment and made her feel 

right at home.”
- Jennifer Byrd, Parent K & 4th



they always pick read-alouds that are 
interesting and have funny lines. The mysteries 
are always mysterious and difficult to solve until 
there are only twenty or thirty pages left in the 
story. James McKinney - Grade 4

I feel smart every time I go into a classroom because they teach us so well!Natalie Hunt - Grade 5

we have P.E., computers, no homework on Friday, 
and Homecoming football, and the ESC.
Ryan Motes - Grade 2

I Love Lakehill because...

I love to sing in music, I love to paint in art, and I love to pick out books in the Library.Maeve Smith - Grade 2

of the friendly and welcoming environment and how each teacher strives to make sure we’re comfortable and understand each and every lesson we go over.  Madi Clayton - Grade 7

you get to know and be friends with everybody 
here.  James Girards - Senior

the teachers are passionate about what they do. Anna Gonitzke - Senior

of the challenging environment surrounded by 
your friends.   John Crutchfield - Junior

Lakehill is a school full of caring and loving people and no matter what grade you are in or what subjects you love best, you will never ever be looked down on. You will always be equal to everybody there and always have someone to look to if you need help or are feeling sad. You are encouraged to never ever give up and to encourage others to do so as well.- Hannah Reister - Grade 4

if you have a bad day or have a problem the 

teachers, faculty, or friends will bring you to your 

best and happiest self. 

 Annabelle Boyle - Grade 6

it’s very diverse and everyone’s nice.

Charity Abengowe -  Sophomore

the teachers genuinely care about every 

student’s success.
Abi Price - Sophomore

I Love Lakehill because...

10 11 12

Mr. Dent works here.
Caroline Crum - K 

the small teacher to student ratio allows 

everybody to be somebody. 
    Jonathan Kroll - Freshman

of the people and teachers. I have never met a bully 
at this school and no one is mean. Lakehill has such 
a nice atmosphere.  Nathan Lewis - Grade 6

we all know each other and you are free to be 

yourself. Everyone is nice or kind and when you 

walk down the hall, you are guaranteed a smile 

or two.   Gracie Addison - Grade 6

I enjoy coming to school here every day, everybody’s nice and supportive. The teachers’ one goal is to make sure we understand subjects that are hard for us. I feel so welcome every day!   Sophie Ganson - Grade 6

I am accepted for who I am.
Asher Chamoy -  Grade 6

of the great middle school music program.Drew Ellis - Grade 8

of the opportunities that you have to show what you 

are good at.   Jonathan Kelley - Freshman

Parents, Teachers and Alumni tell us Our Students say...

it’s a family and our kids know they will be nurtured, loved and grow. It’s a magical thing to drop off your child for the first day of school and their response is “see ya, love ya...” Because they are entering their second home. 
Doug & Maria Ganson, Parents - 3rd & 6th

it represents the extended and bigger 
family to our kids. It’s the place where 
we know they are individually cared 
for.
Waleed El-Feky & Reham El-Sherazi
  Parents - 3rd, 7th & Sophomore

of its diversity among the students, the staff, and the parents.  Diversity of talents, contributions, strengths, economic status, beliefs and backgrounds.  But ultimately, they all CONVERGE to be the Lakehill family.Devra Langford, Parent - 3rd

Lakehill brings 
out the best in our 

daughter.
 Robert & Vicki

Granado, 
Parents - 5th

it makes 
our child feel like a person 

and not just a student...
 Mohamed & Mitra Farokhnia   

Parent- Sophomore

of the consistent upbeatpositive vibe you feel every time you are on campus.
Phillip Luna,

Parent - Sophomore for our girls, the school is like a big 
hug…embracing them with care, 

knowledge, and security.
Kimberly Reister,

   Parent - 3rd & 4th

our administrators believe in 

providing excellent opportunities 

for faculty training and

development.- India Miles, 

Faculty - English/Social Studies

I get to share the subjects I love with super kids. - Ann Kizer, Faculty - Drama

I get to coach the greatest group of volleyball girls ever! 
Jhoana Cayme-Mosley, Faculty - PE

it’s a small-town community atmosphere located in the middle of 2 million people!- Chris Peacock, Faculty - PE

                                         When we asked people to complete 
the sentence “I Love Lakehill because…” there were so 
many uplifting and touching responses that we doubled 
the size of the original article and still could not put them 
all onto these pages. We hope you enjoy learning why these 
students, parents, faculty members and Alumni love this 
rare and exceptional institution. 

my daughter has formed close friendships 

with her classmates I believe will last a 

lifetime.  Sally Tucker, Parent - 2nd 

the program
 and classes offered

are structured in a way that it has something for everyone.  Lakehill is well rounded to let children find their passion and pursue it 
at a high level. 
Trent Myers, 

Parent - 6th & Senior 

of the teachers who care and 

love our kids as much as we 

do!”  Chuck & Tanya Bauer, 

                Parents - 4th & 6th

            the teachers     REALLY care and, most importantly, our daughter Elisa   LOVES going to Lakehill!   Doug & Monique Haden   ,          Parents - 1st

of the talented and 
dedicated teachers and 

administration who guide our 
children to think critically and 

to follow their dreams.
 Dana Turner, 

Parent - Sophomore, Alumni

here, I get to be myself- loving, creative, innovative, passionate about my field - and feel the immense pleasure of making a difference in the lives of children. Julie Riggs, Faculty - English

everyone cares about 
the success of each individual 

student and academics, arts, athletics
and leadership are made possible for all students 

who are willing to jump in and be involved. 
 Michelle Crow,  Parent - 5th & Sophomore

it encourages the best in all of us, 
faculty and students, allowing individual talents and interests to 

thrive.  Kaye Hauschild, Faculty - Middle School

it has felt like “Home” to me for 16 
years. I am looking forward to watch-
ing my own children grow up in such 
a wonderful environment.
Kimberly Poore, Faculty - 
                                Kindergarten

it is truly like having a big family.

Haley Gladden, Class of ‘14

of all the extra curricular activities and because 

english and latin classes are amazing. 

 Jonah Shaw - Grade 7

it’s not just a school, it’s a family.
 Antoni Perez-Stark - Freshman

the computer class it’s so so fun. And another thing is the library. It’s awesome and I love reading all the new books.   Maxwell Byrd - Grade 3it’s a great school and it teaches kids to 
memorize vocabulary, English, and math 
facts. 
 Ellis Langford - Grade 3

we have great music, spanish, computer, and 

art programs and we have two libraries of 

books.   Katie Rich - Grade 4

the wide range of activities I 
can participate in.
 Erin Boyce - Senior

the kids are very friendly and because you learn 
things about the outside worlds. 
     Sofia Bracken - Grade 3

all of my good friends are going to Lakehill.
 Kole Cannon - Grade 4 we have cool special activities all the time like tribes. I also love Lakehill because it gives me a great education. Asa McCaleb - Grade 3

not a lot of schools are as good as this one and have 

to wear uniforms and Lakehill can use chemicals and 

other things in science and social studies. 

 Madeline Reister - Grade 3

the teachers are nice and they 
make learning fun.
Mitchell Crow - Grade 5

of all the teachers. Also, I love Latin and English.

Gaige Cerda - Grade 7

Lakehill is special to me. I like the subjects especially math and comprehension.Sophia Cirillo - Grade 2

there are wonderful people, wonderful 
classes, fun subjects, and wonderful sports.
Lobna El-Feky- Grade 3

I love science and math, 
P.E., and art. I really like 
school.
Jeremy Cortes - Grade 4 

of recess and computers.
Bradley Edwards - Grade 1

the teachers give us a wonderful amount of education 

and they teach in an amazing way.

Jason Davis - Grade 6
you have great classes and Lakehill is good at 
helping kids with their problems and disabilities.
Ethan Gaertner - Grade 4

it gives me many opportunities to get involved and find what interests me.Afton Guedea - Junior

the small classes create a 
great learning environment 
and provide one on one time 
with teachers.
Griffin Gleboff - Junior

I get to play with my friends and 
learn math and reading.
Connor Harrigan - Grade 3

people make me feel special and to play with my friends and to go to computers. 
Leo Mathis-McKee - Grade 2

the teachers are nice, I learn a lot, 
and the classes are fun.
Jackson Cook - Grade 3

I love the way the teachers are nice 
and teach well!Harrison Hunt - Grade 5

I like P.E. and History in 4th grade.
Jon Paul Maney - Grade 4

all of the teachers are so caring. If you need help, they 
are willing to tutor you at practically any time. They make time for you so you can understand more.Tillie McCoskey - Sophomorethere are so many opportunities.

Tyler McCall - Grade 8
it gives you the opportunity to reach your potential.Keaton Kinnard - Sophomore it has cool classrooms.

Emily Deason - Grade 1
I like the athletics and classes. 

It’s not too crowded.

Spencer Mihm - Grade 7 

they have GREAT teachers and classes. 
They also do lots of things for our community.
Olivia Nymeyer - Grade 4

there is lots of school spirit.
Nick Morvay - Sophomore

the small environment gives the opportunity to know more people even outside of my own grade.Autumn Scales - Freshman

there are many many nice people 

and lunch is great.

Christian Myers - Grade 7

I love recess, library, and art.
Bisma Naveed - Grade 2 Lakehill gives me a challenge like comprehension and multiplication.Zayn Rivera-Jayroe - Grade 2

we have a great football team, 
and computer time is fun, 
and art.
Cooper Smith - Grade 2

we do so many different projects.
Benjamin Standefer - Grade 1

I can go to anyone for help because everyone, no matter 
what grade, is loving and helpful in many ways.
Cecelie Smith-Morris - Grade 6

I have the best teacher and that we get to go on field 

trips and go to recess and reindeer games.

Saylor Stevenson - Grade 2

all the subjects we do are fun like 
spelling, phonics, math work, and 
more!
Connor Sullivan - Grade 2

everyone is so kind and it’s nice to learn 
in a positive way.
Johnny Tiernan - Grade 5

there are many subjects you take, there are a lot of fun labs, there is winter break, and there are pep rallies!
Aleena Wallace  - Grade 4

my school is the best in 
the world!
Declan Walker - K

the field trips we go on are AWESOME!Vivek Patel - Grade 3

everyone is so nice and the teachers want me to learn 
more all the time. I also feel welcome everyday.
Abbey Bauer - Grade 6

they not only teach us facts, they 
teach us who we are and who 
we can be.
Keegan Clendenin - Grade 6

it is an amazing school and it has GREAT teachers.
Grayson Walker - Grade 5

of the people who go here.Blake Perry - Grade 5

of math.
Karly Davis - K

it’s small enough where you’re able to get all the help you need and you’re able to create bonds with your teachers.Vanya Suchan - Grade 8
the teachers are always around to help you and they will 
always help you get one little piece of the lesson. They will 
not give up on you until you get it down.
Cece Flanagan  - Grade 6

you know everybody and they 

know you.
Laura Wildman  - Grade 8

I get to know my students well and 

celebrate their successes in school 

and beyond graduation. 

Heather Dondis, Faculty - Director

        Lakehill loves Jack.       Dan & Melody Curtis,               Parents - 2nd

as new parents to Lakehill, we have found awelcoming and friendly environment that nurtures high achievement in so many different forms. It has been a great balance of creativity, knowledge, safety, enthusiasm, and community. We have watched our boys thrive in this environment in such a short period of time.Murray & Hui Smith, Parents - 1st & 4th

I feel the smallness 
of the school allows me to really

know every one of my students well 
and I can better target my teaching to their

respective learning needs.  
 Denise Palmer,  Faculty - Math

of the Environmental Science Center.
Daniel Bracken, Faculty - PE/ESC

of the quality education given and received over three generations of my family.
Barbara Clay,
Class of ‘76every individual here is important and 

treated as such. We are all squares 
that make the beautiful quilt of LPS. 
Tamra Badgett, Faculty - French

Mr. Perry greets you at the door everyday!     Kate Corley, Class of ‘07              

I live in a bright green office and 

because I get to ride my Harley 

to work in the summer.

 Bruce McCoskey, Faculty - 

Business Manager

...it’s small enough to give you 
the individualized attention you 
need, but big enough to offer 

all the fun activities and sports 
you want.

  Melanie Sherman, 
Class of ‘83

of the teachers, coaches, and 

administration.  They all know my 

children and are always available and 

accessible to us.  Lori Myers,

Parent - 6th, Senior

it feels like home.
Hannah Herrman 
- Junior

my teachers are always there 

for me.
Ryan Douglas - Grade 7

the faculty is so dedicated to making 
every student well-rounded.
 Claire Crow - Sophomore

we have computers.
 Max Smith - Grade 1

Lakehill is a bully-free school and every teacher 
and every student cares about one another. 
Claire Blomquist - Grade 5

all of the people here are very very very very very nice!! Lola Salas -  Grade 2

everyone is so nice and caring and when you need help you have so many people who are available to help you.   Ella Witherite - Grade 7

I enjoy the international environment.
 Cole Ellis -  Senior

it encouraged me to be myself.

 Samantha Caldwell - Senior

they’re so involved with the community generosity-wise, they serve great food, and the staff and faculty are amazing. Charlie Borowczak - Grade 5

it provides a safe, positive learning environment.Camillie Willaford - Senior

of the electives they have to offer. They just fit my way of style and what I’m good at, but mostly because of the sports I love playing.Jada Silas  - Grade 7



they always pick read-alouds that are 
interesting and have funny lines. The mysteries 
are always mysterious and difficult to solve until 
there are only twenty or thirty pages left in the 
story. James McKinney - Grade 4

I feel smart every time I go into a classroom because they teach us so well!Natalie Hunt - Grade 5

we have P.E., computers, no homework on Friday, 
and Homecoming football, and the ESC.
Ryan Motes - Grade 2

I Love Lakehill because...

I love to sing in music, I love to paint in art, and I love to pick out books in the Library.Maeve Smith - Grade 2

of the friendly and welcoming environment and how each teacher strives to make sure we’re comfortable and understand each and every lesson we go over.  Madi Clayton - Grade 7

you get to know and be friends with everybody 
here.  James Girards - Senior

the teachers are passionate about what they do. Anna Gonitzke - Senior

of the challenging environment surrounded by 
your friends.   John Crutchfield - Junior

Lakehill is a school full of caring and loving people and no matter what grade you are in or what subjects you love best, you will never ever be looked down on. You will always be equal to everybody there and always have someone to look to if you need help or are feeling sad. You are encouraged to never ever give up and to encourage others to do so as well.- Hannah Reister - Grade 4

if you have a bad day or have a problem the 

teachers, faculty, or friends will bring you to your 

best and happiest self. 

 Annabelle Boyle - Grade 6

it’s very diverse and everyone’s nice.

Charity Abengowe -  Sophomore

the teachers genuinely care about every 

student’s success.
Abi Price - Sophomore

I Love Lakehill because...

10 11 12

Mr. Dent works here.
Caroline Crum - K 

the small teacher to student ratio allows 

everybody to be somebody. 
    Jonathan Kroll - Freshman

of the people and teachers. I have never met a bully 
at this school and no one is mean. Lakehill has such 
a nice atmosphere.  Nathan Lewis - Grade 6

we all know each other and you are free to be 

yourself. Everyone is nice or kind and when you 

walk down the hall, you are guaranteed a smile 

or two.   Gracie Addison - Grade 6

I enjoy coming to school here every day, everybody’s nice and supportive. The teachers’ one goal is to make sure we understand subjects that are hard for us. I feel so welcome every day!   Sophie Ganson - Grade 6

I am accepted for who I am.
Asher Chamoy -  Grade 6

of the great middle school music program.Drew Ellis - Grade 8

of the opportunities that you have to show what you 

are good at.   Jonathan Kelley - Freshman

Parents, Teachers and Alumni tell us Our Students say...

it’s a family and our kids know they will be nurtured, loved and grow. It’s a magical thing to drop off your child for the first day of school and their response is “see ya, love ya...” Because they are entering their second home. 
Doug & Maria Ganson, Parents - 3rd & 6th

it represents the extended and bigger 
family to our kids. It’s the place where 
we know they are individually cared 
for.
Waleed El-Feky & Reham El-Sherazi
  Parents - 3rd, 7th & Sophomore

of its diversity among the students, the staff, and the parents.  Diversity of talents, contributions, strengths, economic status, beliefs and backgrounds.  But ultimately, they all CONVERGE to be the Lakehill family.Devra Langford, Parent - 3rd

Lakehill brings 
out the best in our 

daughter.
 Robert & Vicki

Granado, 
Parents - 5th

it makes 
our child feel like a person 

and not just a student...
 Mohamed & Mitra Farokhnia   

Parent- Sophomore

of the consistent upbeatpositive vibe you feel every time you are on campus.
Phillip Luna,

Parent - Sophomore for our girls, the school is like a big 
hug…embracing them with care, 

knowledge, and security.
Kimberly Reister,

   Parent - 3rd & 4th

our administrators believe in 

providing excellent opportunities 

for faculty training and

development.- India Miles, 

Faculty - English/Social Studies

I get to share the subjects I love with super kids. - Ann Kizer, Faculty - Drama

I get to coach the greatest group of volleyball girls ever! 
Jhoana Cayme-Mosley, Faculty - PE

it’s a small-town community atmosphere located in the middle of 2 million people!- Chris Peacock, Faculty - PE

                                         When we asked people to complete 
the sentence “I Love Lakehill because…” there were so 
many uplifting and touching responses that we doubled 
the size of the original article and still could not put them 
all onto these pages. We hope you enjoy learning why these 
students, parents, faculty members and Alumni love this 
rare and exceptional institution. 

my daughter has formed close friendships 

with her classmates I believe will last a 

lifetime.  Sally Tucker, Parent - 2nd 

the program
 and classes offered

are structured in a way that it has something for everyone.  Lakehill is well rounded to let children find their passion and pursue it 
at a high level. 
Trent Myers, 

Parent - 6th & Senior 

of the teachers who care and 

love our kids as much as we 

do!”  Chuck & Tanya Bauer, 

                Parents - 4th & 6th

            the teachers     REALLY care and, most importantly, our daughter Elisa   LOVES going to Lakehill!   Doug & Monique Haden   ,          Parents - 1st

of the talented and 
dedicated teachers and 

administration who guide our 
children to think critically and 

to follow their dreams.
 Dana Turner, 

Parent - Sophomore, Alumni

here, I get to be myself- loving, creative, innovative, passionate about my field - and feel the immense pleasure of making a difference in the lives of children. Julie Riggs, Faculty - English

everyone cares about 
the success of each individual 

student and academics, arts, athletics
and leadership are made possible for all students 

who are willing to jump in and be involved. 
 Michelle Crow,  Parent - 5th & Sophomore

it encourages the best in all of us, 
faculty and students, allowing individual talents and interests to 

thrive.  Kaye Hauschild, Faculty - Middle School

it has felt like “Home” to me for 16 
years. I am looking forward to watch-
ing my own children grow up in such 
a wonderful environment.
Kimberly Poore, Faculty - 
                                Kindergarten

it is truly like having a big family.

Haley Gladden, Class of ‘14

of all the extra curricular activities and because 

english and latin classes are amazing. 

 Jonah Shaw - Grade 7

it’s not just a school, it’s a family.
 Antoni Perez-Stark - Freshman

the computer class it’s so so fun. And another thing is the library. It’s awesome and I love reading all the new books.   Maxwell Byrd - Grade 3it’s a great school and it teaches kids to 
memorize vocabulary, English, and math 
facts. 
 Ellis Langford - Grade 3

we have great music, spanish, computer, and 

art programs and we have two libraries of 

books.   Katie Rich - Grade 4

the wide range of activities I 
can participate in.
 Erin Boyce - Senior

the kids are very friendly and because you learn 
things about the outside worlds. 
     Sofia Bracken - Grade 3

all of my good friends are going to Lakehill.
 Kole Cannon - Grade 4 we have cool special activities all the time like tribes. I also love Lakehill because it gives me a great education. Asa McCaleb - Grade 3

not a lot of schools are as good as this one and have 

to wear uniforms and Lakehill can use chemicals and 

other things in science and social studies. 

 Madeline Reister - Grade 3

the teachers are nice and they 
make learning fun.
Mitchell Crow - Grade 5

of all the teachers. Also, I love Latin and English.

Gaige Cerda - Grade 7

Lakehill is special to me. I like the subjects especially math and comprehension.Sophia Cirillo - Grade 2

there are wonderful people, wonderful 
classes, fun subjects, and wonderful sports.
Lobna El-Feky- Grade 3

I love science and math, 
P.E., and art. I really like 
school.
Jeremy Cortes - Grade 4 

of recess and computers.
Bradley Edwards - Grade 1

the teachers give us a wonderful amount of education 

and they teach in an amazing way.

Jason Davis - Grade 6
you have great classes and Lakehill is good at 
helping kids with their problems and disabilities.
Ethan Gaertner - Grade 4

it gives me many opportunities to get involved and find what interests me.Afton Guedea - Junior

the small classes create a 
great learning environment 
and provide one on one time 
with teachers.
Griffin Gleboff - Junior

I get to play with my friends and 
learn math and reading.
Connor Harrigan - Grade 3

people make me feel special and to play with my friends and to go to computers. 
Leo Mathis-McKee - Grade 2

the teachers are nice, I learn a lot, 
and the classes are fun.
Jackson Cook - Grade 3

I love the way the teachers are nice 
and teach well!Harrison Hunt - Grade 5

I like P.E. and History in 4th grade.
Jon Paul Maney - Grade 4

all of the teachers are so caring. If you need help, they 
are willing to tutor you at practically any time. They make time for you so you can understand more.Tillie McCoskey - Sophomorethere are so many opportunities.

Tyler McCall - Grade 8
it gives you the opportunity to reach your potential.Keaton Kinnard - Sophomore it has cool classrooms.

Emily Deason - Grade 1
I like the athletics and classes. 

It’s not too crowded.

Spencer Mihm - Grade 7 

they have GREAT teachers and classes. 
They also do lots of things for our community.
Olivia Nymeyer - Grade 4

there is lots of school spirit.
Nick Morvay - Sophomore

the small environment gives the opportunity to know more people even outside of my own grade.Autumn Scales - Freshman

there are many many nice people 

and lunch is great.

Christian Myers - Grade 7

I love recess, library, and art.
Bisma Naveed - Grade 2 Lakehill gives me a challenge like comprehension and multiplication.Zayn Rivera-Jayroe - Grade 2

we have a great football team, 
and computer time is fun, 
and art.
Cooper Smith - Grade 2

we do so many different projects.
Benjamin Standefer - Grade 1

I can go to anyone for help because everyone, no matter 
what grade, is loving and helpful in many ways.
Cecelie Smith-Morris - Grade 6

I have the best teacher and that we get to go on field 

trips and go to recess and reindeer games.

Saylor Stevenson - Grade 2

all the subjects we do are fun like 
spelling, phonics, math work, and 
more!
Connor Sullivan - Grade 2

everyone is so kind and it’s nice to learn 
in a positive way.
Johnny Tiernan - Grade 5

there are many subjects you take, there are a lot of fun labs, there is winter break, and there are pep rallies!
Aleena Wallace  - Grade 4

my school is the best in 
the world!
Declan Walker - K

the field trips we go on are AWESOME!Vivek Patel - Grade 3

everyone is so nice and the teachers want me to learn 
more all the time. I also feel welcome everyday.
Abbey Bauer - Grade 6

they not only teach us facts, they 
teach us who we are and who 
we can be.
Keegan Clendenin - Grade 6

it is an amazing school and it has GREAT teachers.
Grayson Walker - Grade 5

of the people who go here.Blake Perry - Grade 5

of math.
Karly Davis - K

it’s small enough where you’re able to get all the help you need and you’re able to create bonds with your teachers.Vanya Suchan - Grade 8
the teachers are always around to help you and they will 
always help you get one little piece of the lesson. They will 
not give up on you until you get it down.
Cece Flanagan  - Grade 6

you know everybody and they 

know you.
Laura Wildman  - Grade 8

I get to know my students well and 

celebrate their successes in school 

and beyond graduation. 

Heather Dondis, Faculty - Director

        Lakehill loves Jack.       Dan & Melody Curtis,               Parents - 2nd

as new parents to Lakehill, we have found awelcoming and friendly environment that nurtures high achievement in so many different forms. It has been a great balance of creativity, knowledge, safety, enthusiasm, and community. We have watched our boys thrive in this environment in such a short period of time.Murray & Hui Smith, Parents - 1st & 4th

I feel the smallness 
of the school allows me to really

know every one of my students well 
and I can better target my teaching to their

respective learning needs.  
 Denise Palmer,  Faculty - Math

of the Environmental Science Center.
Daniel Bracken, Faculty - PE/ESC

of the quality education given and received over three generations of my family.
Barbara Clay,
Class of ‘76every individual here is important and 

treated as such. We are all squares 
that make the beautiful quilt of LPS. 
Tamra Badgett, Faculty - French

Mr. Perry greets you at the door everyday!     Kate Corley, Class of ‘07              

I live in a bright green office and 

because I get to ride my Harley 

to work in the summer.

 Bruce McCoskey, Faculty - 

Business Manager

...it’s small enough to give you 
the individualized attention you 
need, but big enough to offer 

all the fun activities and sports 
you want.

  Melanie Sherman, 
Class of ‘83

of the teachers, coaches, and 

administration.  They all know my 

children and are always available and 

accessible to us.  Lori Myers,

Parent - 6th, Senior

it feels like home.
Hannah Herrman 
- Junior

my teachers are always there 

for me.
Ryan Douglas - Grade 7

the faculty is so dedicated to making 
every student well-rounded.
 Claire Crow - Sophomore

we have computers.
 Max Smith - Grade 1

Lakehill is a bully-free school and every teacher 
and every student cares about one another. 
Claire Blomquist - Grade 5

all of the people here are very very very very very nice!! Lola Salas -  Grade 2

everyone is so nice and caring and when you need help you have so many people who are available to help you.   Ella Witherite - Grade 7

I enjoy the international environment.
 Cole Ellis -  Senior

it encouraged me to be myself.

 Samantha Caldwell - Senior

they’re so involved with the community generosity-wise, they serve great food, and the staff and faculty are amazing. Charlie Borowczak - Grade 5

it provides a safe, positive learning environment.Camillie Willaford - Senior

of the electives they have to offer. They just fit my way of style and what I’m good at, but mostly because of the sports I love playing.Jada Silas  - Grade 7



they always pick read-alouds that are 
interesting and have funny lines. The mysteries 
are always mysterious and difficult to solve until 
there are only twenty or thirty pages left in the 
story. James McKinney - Grade 4

I feel smart every time I go into a classroom because they teach us so well!Natalie Hunt - Grade 5

we have P.E., computers, no homework on Friday, 
and Homecoming football, and the ESC.
Ryan Motes - Grade 2

I Love Lakehill because...

I love to sing in music, I love to paint in art, and I love to pick out books in the Library.Maeve Smith - Grade 2

of the friendly and welcoming environment and how each teacher strives to make sure we’re comfortable and understand each and every lesson we go over.  Madi Clayton - Grade 7

you get to know and be friends with everybody 
here.  James Girards - Senior

the teachers are passionate about what they do. Anna Gonitzke - Senior

of the challenging environment surrounded by 
your friends.   John Crutchfield - Junior

Lakehill is a school full of caring and loving people and no matter what grade you are in or what subjects you love best, you will never ever be looked down on. You will always be equal to everybody there and always have someone to look to if you need help or are feeling sad. You are encouraged to never ever give up and to encourage others to do so as well.- Hannah Reister - Grade 4

if you have a bad day or have a problem the 

teachers, faculty, or friends will bring you to your 

best and happiest self. 

 Annabelle Boyle - Grade 6

it’s very diverse and everyone’s nice.

Charity Abengowe -  Sophomore

the teachers genuinely care about every 

student’s success.
Abi Price - Sophomore

I Love Lakehill because...

10 11 12

Mr. Dent works here.
Caroline Crum - K 

the small teacher to student ratio allows 

everybody to be somebody. 
    Jonathan Kroll - Freshman

of the people and teachers. I have never met a bully 
at this school and no one is mean. Lakehill has such 
a nice atmosphere.  Nathan Lewis - Grade 6

we all know each other and you are free to be 

yourself. Everyone is nice or kind and when you 

walk down the hall, you are guaranteed a smile 

or two.   Gracie Addison - Grade 6

I enjoy coming to school here every day, everybody’s nice and supportive. The teachers’ one goal is to make sure we understand subjects that are hard for us. I feel so welcome every day!   Sophie Ganson - Grade 6

I am accepted for who I am.
Asher Chamoy -  Grade 6

of the great middle school music program.Drew Ellis - Grade 8

of the opportunities that you have to show what you 

are good at.   Jonathan Kelley - Freshman

Parents, Teachers and Alumni tell us Our Students say...

it’s a family and our kids know they will be nurtured, loved and grow. It’s a magical thing to drop off your child for the first day of school and their response is “see ya, love ya...” Because they are entering their second home. 
Doug & Maria Ganson, Parents - 3rd & 6th

it represents the extended and bigger 
family to our kids. It’s the place where 
we know they are individually cared 
for.
Waleed El-Feky & Reham El-Sherazi
  Parents - 3rd, 7th & Sophomore

of its diversity among the students, the staff, and the parents.  Diversity of talents, contributions, strengths, economic status, beliefs and backgrounds.  But ultimately, they all CONVERGE to be the Lakehill family.Devra Langford, Parent - 3rd

Lakehill brings 
out the best in our 

daughter.
 Robert & Vicki

Granado, 
Parents - 5th

it makes 
our child feel like a person 

and not just a student...
 Mohamed & Mitra Farokhnia   

Parent- Sophomore

of the consistent upbeatpositive vibe you feel every time you are on campus.
Phillip Luna,

Parent - Sophomore for our girls, the school is like a big 
hug…embracing them with care, 

knowledge, and security.
Kimberly Reister,

   Parent - 3rd & 4th

our administrators believe in 

providing excellent opportunities 

for faculty training and

development.- India Miles, 

Faculty - English/Social Studies

I get to share the subjects I love with super kids. - Ann Kizer, Faculty - Drama

I get to coach the greatest group of volleyball girls ever! 
Jhoana Cayme-Mosley, Faculty - PE

it’s a small-town community atmosphere located in the middle of 2 million people!- Chris Peacock, Faculty - PE

                                         When we asked people to complete 
the sentence “I Love Lakehill because…” there were so 
many uplifting and touching responses that we doubled 
the size of the original article and still could not put them 
all onto these pages. We hope you enjoy learning why these 
students, parents, faculty members and Alumni love this 
rare and exceptional institution. 

my daughter has formed close friendships 

with her classmates I believe will last a 

lifetime.  Sally Tucker, Parent - 2nd 

the program
 and classes offered

are structured in a way that it has something for everyone.  Lakehill is well rounded to let children find their passion and pursue it 
at a high level. 
Trent Myers, 

Parent - 6th & Senior 

of the teachers who care and 

love our kids as much as we 

do!”  Chuck & Tanya Bauer, 

                Parents - 4th & 6th

            the teachers     REALLY care and, most importantly, our daughter Elisa   LOVES going to Lakehill!   Doug & Monique Haden   ,          Parents - 1st

of the talented and 
dedicated teachers and 

administration who guide our 
children to think critically and 

to follow their dreams.
 Dana Turner, 

Parent - Sophomore, Alumni

here, I get to be myself- loving, creative, innovative, passionate about my field - and feel the immense pleasure of making a difference in the lives of children. Julie Riggs, Faculty - English

everyone cares about 
the success of each individual 

student and academics, arts, athletics
and leadership are made possible for all students 

who are willing to jump in and be involved. 
 Michelle Crow,  Parent - 5th & Sophomore

it encourages the best in all of us, 
faculty and students, allowing individual talents and interests to 

thrive.  Kaye Hauschild, Faculty - Middle School

it has felt like “Home” to me for 16 
years. I am looking forward to watch-
ing my own children grow up in such 
a wonderful environment.
Kimberly Poore, Faculty - 
                                Kindergarten

it is truly like having a big family.

Haley Gladden, Class of ‘14

of all the extra curricular activities and because 

english and latin classes are amazing. 

 Jonah Shaw - Grade 7

it’s not just a school, it’s a family.
 Antoni Perez-Stark - Freshman

the computer class it’s so so fun. And another thing is the library. It’s awesome and I love reading all the new books.   Maxwell Byrd - Grade 3it’s a great school and it teaches kids to 
memorize vocabulary, English, and math 
facts. 
 Ellis Langford - Grade 3

we have great music, spanish, computer, and 

art programs and we have two libraries of 

books.   Katie Rich - Grade 4

the wide range of activities I 
can participate in.
 Erin Boyce - Senior

the kids are very friendly and because you learn 
things about the outside worlds. 
     Sofia Bracken - Grade 3

all of my good friends are going to Lakehill.
 Kole Cannon - Grade 4 we have cool special activities all the time like tribes. I also love Lakehill because it gives me a great education. Asa McCaleb - Grade 3

not a lot of schools are as good as this one and have 

to wear uniforms and Lakehill can use chemicals and 

other things in science and social studies. 

 Madeline Reister - Grade 3

the teachers are nice and they 
make learning fun.
Mitchell Crow - Grade 5

of all the teachers. Also, I love Latin and English.

Gaige Cerda - Grade 7

Lakehill is special to me. I like the subjects especially math and comprehension.Sophia Cirillo - Grade 2

there are wonderful people, wonderful 
classes, fun subjects, and wonderful sports.
Lobna El-Feky- Grade 3

I love science and math, 
P.E., and art. I really like 
school.
Jeremy Cortes - Grade 4 

of recess and computers.
Bradley Edwards - Grade 1

the teachers give us a wonderful amount of education 

and they teach in an amazing way.

Jason Davis - Grade 6
you have great classes and Lakehill is good at 
helping kids with their problems and disabilities.
Ethan Gaertner - Grade 4

it gives me many opportunities to get involved and find what interests me.Afton Guedea - Junior

the small classes create a 
great learning environment 
and provide one on one time 
with teachers.
Griffin Gleboff - Junior

I get to play with my friends and 
learn math and reading.
Connor Harrigan - Grade 3

people make me feel special and to play with my friends and to go to computers. 
Leo Mathis-McKee - Grade 2

the teachers are nice, I learn a lot, 
and the classes are fun.
Jackson Cook - Grade 3

I love the way the teachers are nice 
and teach well!Harrison Hunt - Grade 5

I like P.E. and History in 4th grade.
Jon Paul Maney - Grade 4

all of the teachers are so caring. If you need help, they 
are willing to tutor you at practically any time. They make time for you so you can understand more.Tillie McCoskey - Sophomorethere are so many opportunities.

Tyler McCall - Grade 8
it gives you the opportunity to reach your potential.Keaton Kinnard - Sophomore it has cool classrooms.

Emily Deason - Grade 1
I like the athletics and classes. 

It’s not too crowded.

Spencer Mihm - Grade 7 

they have GREAT teachers and classes. 
They also do lots of things for our community.
Olivia Nymeyer - Grade 4

there is lots of school spirit.
Nick Morvay - Sophomore

the small environment gives the opportunity to know more people even outside of my own grade.Autumn Scales - Freshman

there are many many nice people 

and lunch is great.

Christian Myers - Grade 7

I love recess, library, and art.
Bisma Naveed - Grade 2 Lakehill gives me a challenge like comprehension and multiplication.Zayn Rivera-Jayroe - Grade 2

we have a great football team, 
and computer time is fun, 
and art.
Cooper Smith - Grade 2

we do so many different projects.
Benjamin Standefer - Grade 1

I can go to anyone for help because everyone, no matter 
what grade, is loving and helpful in many ways.
Cecelie Smith-Morris - Grade 6

I have the best teacher and that we get to go on field 

trips and go to recess and reindeer games.

Saylor Stevenson - Grade 2

all the subjects we do are fun like 
spelling, phonics, math work, and 
more!
Connor Sullivan - Grade 2

everyone is so kind and it’s nice to learn 
in a positive way.
Johnny Tiernan - Grade 5

there are many subjects you take, there are a lot of fun labs, there is winter break, and there are pep rallies!
Aleena Wallace  - Grade 4

my school is the best in 
the world!
Declan Walker - K

the field trips we go on are AWESOME!Vivek Patel - Grade 3

everyone is so nice and the teachers want me to learn 
more all the time. I also feel welcome everyday.
Abbey Bauer - Grade 6

they not only teach us facts, they 
teach us who we are and who 
we can be.
Keegan Clendenin - Grade 6

it is an amazing school and it has GREAT teachers.
Grayson Walker - Grade 5

of the people who go here.Blake Perry - Grade 5

of math.
Karly Davis - K

it’s small enough where you’re able to get all the help you need and you’re able to create bonds with your teachers.Vanya Suchan - Grade 8
the teachers are always around to help you and they will 
always help you get one little piece of the lesson. They will 
not give up on you until you get it down.
Cece Flanagan  - Grade 6

you know everybody and they 

know you.
Laura Wildman  - Grade 8

I get to know my students well and 

celebrate their successes in school 

and beyond graduation. 

Heather Dondis, Faculty - Director

        Lakehill loves Jack.       Dan & Melody Curtis,               Parents - 2nd

as new parents to Lakehill, we have found awelcoming and friendly environment that nurtures high achievement in so many different forms. It has been a great balance of creativity, knowledge, safety, enthusiasm, and community. We have watched our boys thrive in this environment in such a short period of time.Murray & Hui Smith, Parents - 1st & 4th

I feel the smallness 
of the school allows me to really

know every one of my students well 
and I can better target my teaching to their

respective learning needs.  
 Denise Palmer,  Faculty - Math

of the Environmental Science Center.
Daniel Bracken, Faculty - PE/ESC

of the quality education given and received over three generations of my family.
Barbara Clay,
Class of ‘76every individual here is important and 

treated as such. We are all squares 
that make the beautiful quilt of LPS. 
Tamra Badgett, Faculty - French

Mr. Perry greets you at the door everyday!     Kate Corley, Class of ‘07              

I live in a bright green office and 

because I get to ride my Harley 

to work in the summer.

 Bruce McCoskey, Faculty - 

Business Manager

...it’s small enough to give you 
the individualized attention you 
need, but big enough to offer 

all the fun activities and sports 
you want.

  Melanie Sherman, 
Class of ‘83

of the teachers, coaches, and 

administration.  They all know my 

children and are always available and 

accessible to us.  Lori Myers,

Parent - 6th, Senior

it feels like home.
Hannah Herrman 
- Junior

my teachers are always there 

for me.
Ryan Douglas - Grade 7

the faculty is so dedicated to making 
every student well-rounded.
 Claire Crow - Sophomore

we have computers.
 Max Smith - Grade 1

Lakehill is a bully-free school and every teacher 
and every student cares about one another. 
Claire Blomquist - Grade 5

all of the people here are very very very very very nice!! Lola Salas -  Grade 2

everyone is so nice and caring and when you need help you have so many people who are available to help you.   Ella Witherite - Grade 7

I enjoy the international environment.
 Cole Ellis -  Senior

it encouraged me to be myself.

 Samantha Caldwell - Senior

they’re so involved with the community generosity-wise, they serve great food, and the staff and faculty are amazing. Charlie Borowczak - Grade 5

it provides a safe, positive learning environment.Camillie Willaford - Senior

of the electives they have to offer. They just fit my way of style and what I’m good at, but mostly because of the sports I love playing.Jada Silas  - Grade 7





it opened my mind
to greater academic rigor as well

as opportunities in athletics, the arts, and
leadership that I would never have experienced in 

my neighborhood school.
- Colin Dunnigan,  Class of ‘89

it’s a family. Staff and family support are all in it together to help prepare, mentor, and propel students for suc-cess in and beyond the classroom. - Brad Gamboa, Class of ‘00

it was the perfect size and environment for me to grow as a student and as a young man.- Joe Carlos, Class of ‘93

for us, being a part of a small environment

has been Huge! We also love the interaction 

the underclassmen have with the upperclass-

men and where else can you go where the 

Headmaster plays pool with students during 

open period. 

- Cliff & Donna Welch, Parents - Sophomore

Faculty and Staff have managed to create the most amazing family oriented, opportunity filled, academically challenging atmosphere within which both of our children, over the past 17 years, have grown, blossomed, and thrived to become well-rounded, mature, and independant adults armed and ready for whatever the world has to offer them. - Steve Werther, Parent - Senior, Alumni

our teachers have heart; 
they look for potential in      

every student; they nurture 
that potential in the class-

room and out, be it in cheer, 
theater, sports; no shortcuts; 

our teachers know our 
students and our students 

trust them. 
- Ginny Currey, 

Parent - Junior, Alumni

it is a welcoming, close-knit       

community of teachers, parents, 

and students working together and 

trying their best.
- Meredith Sauer, Faculty - 3rd

class sizes permitstudents to get the attention 
and support they need to be successful learners. 

Also, the campus is the right size for students and 
teachers at different grade levels  to get to know each other. - Lou Wilkin,  Faculty - Spanish

it is a true learning 
community pursuing 
knowledge, wisdom 

and friendship.
- Martina Kroll 

Faculty - US Science

great things 
come in small packages!- Casey Pike, Faculty - Library

it is more than just a school. We are a 
close knit community dedicated to a central 
mission.
- Jamie Thorne, Faculty - Social Studies

the friendliness, professionalism and 

generosity of the faculty and staff make     

Lakehill the ideal place to work. The 

parents and students are pretty awesome, 

too! - Marian Drake, Faculty - Reception

our teachers wanted to teach and we got to pioneer some great traditions as the first high school students in 1971.- Linda Locklear Middleton, Class of ‘75

I still like family when I’m hundreds of miles away.
- Jackson Vickery, Class of ‘13

of its awesome athletics!
- Carrie Patterson,  Class of ‘08

of the finest education provided by their exceptional 

faculty, in a fantastic, quality, learning environment. I 

can honestly say that both of my exemplary children 

would not be who they are today without everything 

that Lakehill provided them.

- Katie Werther, Parent - Senior, Alumni

Teachers, Teachers, 
Teachers. The amount 
of personal attention 

my children have 
received and benefited 
from is phenomenal.

- Rick Currey 
Parent - Junior, Alumni

of the way that theadministration and faculty work withfamilies to ensure that each child reaches his or her potential.Francis Knipp,  Parent - 1st & 3rd

...each student is challenged to be the very best they can be, so in accordance they graciously rise to every opportunity. - Kevin Turner,  Parent Junior, Alumni

because it’s 
all-encompassing!

- Irwin Thompson, Parent 
Junior, Alumni

because my 
children love Lakehill.   

   Bill Reister - Parent - 3rd, 4th

of the small class sizes and our 

daughter gets individual atten-

tion.  - Kerry & Claudia Salas 

                Parents - 2nd

of the sense of community 
and small-town feel.- Ross & Tracy Crum, Parents - K, 2nd 

-everyone cares about
 the success of each individual student

- Kyle Crow,  Parent - 5th,Junior
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Homecoming & Alumni
The LPS Honor Class of 1984 celebrated their 30th Reunion at Homecoming 2014! Those 
attending the celebration were: Karen Killough, Clay Alexander, Michelle Schein Mandell, 
Julie Luedke Lindenmeyer, Marsha Maimbourg, Brad Bartholow

An Award Winning School

Lakehill Preparatory School 

was honored throughout this 

past year, receiving several 

prestigious awards from the 

community it serves.

The school was selected by the Greater East Dallas Chamber of Commerce for the 2014 Live Local Award for a Nonprofit 

Organization for the important role the school plays in the community. Winners were honored by U.S. Congressman 
Jeb Hensarling on August 19 at a banquet in their honor. Darlene Ellison, Chair of the Greater East Dallas Chamber, 

highlighted some of the reasons Lakehill was selected from the impressive list of nominees. “Lakehill’s ‘clients’ are their 

students,” said Ellison, “but the school serves so many others in our East Dallas community.” Ellison highlighted several 

ways Lakehill extends its reach into the community, including the many hours of service contributed by students and faculty 

throughout the community and Lakehill’s ongoing commitment to a variety of organizations and projects, including UNICEF, 

Meals on Wheels, White Rock Lake, and senior citizens in East Dallas. Additionally, Ellison cited the tremendous impact 

Lakehill’s second campus has had on the economic growth and development of the Ferguson Road area.

Lakehill was also voted Best Private School in Dallas by the readers of the Rockwall, 

Park Cities, and North Dallas publications, Living Magazine. Earlier in the summer, Lakehill 

advanced to the final stages in the Dallas Business Journal’s Best Places to Work awards 

program and The Dallas Morning News Top Workplaces program.

For the sixth consecutive year, Lakehill Preparatory School was selected for the 2014 Dallas Award in the Private 

Elementary & Secondary Schools category by the U.S. Commerce Association (USCA).

Closer to home, the readers of Lakewood Bubblelife voted Lakehill the Best Elementary School in Lakewood, and the 

Warrior Athletic Complex the Best Place to Play Sports in East Dallas.

Back Row - Scott Prevratil (’89), Brad Bartholow (‘84), Dixon Wiles (‘89), 
Reef Wilson (‘89), Colin Dunnigan (‘89),  Michelle Schein Mandell(‘84), 
Erik Maynard (‘85), Michael Owen (‘85); 

Middle Row - Cindy Luedke Podner (‘87), Marsha Maimbourg (‘84), Steve Platt (‘85); 

Front Row - Clay Alexander (‘84), Nicole Alphin (‘89), Colleen McMillin McCall (‘86), 
Julie Luedke Lindenmeyer (‘84), Karen Killough (’84)

The Honor Class of 1989 enjoyed their 25th Reunion Homecoming! Pictured here at the 
celebration are: Scott Prevratil, Dixon Wiles, Nicole Alphin, Colin Dunnigan, and Reef Wilson

Back Row - Nicole Alphin, Betsy Bartholow Garza, 
Dixon Wiles, Colin Dunnigan
Front Row: Reef Wilson, Jennifer Jacobie Ewing, 
Scott Prevratil

Alumni Reunion Dinner

Lakehill has offered many new challenges to my sons. With each new challenge that they have met and mastered, my sons are becoming more prepared for college and life. 
- Mary Crutchfield, Parent - Sophomores

everyone is wearing smiles:  
from the front desk, to management, 
faculty and students. That speaks 
volumes and Lakehill is the ideal 
environment for our kids to grow up in. 
Minerva Swad, Parent - 2nd & 4th

it’s my home
(and family!) 

away from home.
- John Trout, Faculty - 4th

   my students and colleagues inspire me to do my best and bring me joy every single day.    Victoria John, Faculty              - Math/Latin

when we moved to Dallas mid-

year, everyone from teachers 

to administrators to staff knew 

my daughter and greeted her 

by name within her first week 

at the school.  It really helped 

her transition to her new 

environment and made her feel 

right at home.”
- Jennifer Byrd, Parent K & 4th
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Grandparents Day

One of the favorite annual traditions among students, 

parents, faculty, and …grandparents… is Lakehill’s 

Grandparents Day which was celebrated on November 21, 

the last school day before the Thanksgiving Holiday break. 

After the delicious breakfast, sponsored by the Parent 

Faculty Club and chaired by Tora Greene, visitors moved 

to the auditorium for a special musical concert from the 

Lakehill students and faculty.

The musical performance of each class was introduced 

by seventh and eighth grade Drama students sharing 

their favorite memories of their grandparents. The 

program presented each grade, from kindergarten through 

fifth, in their own unique musical tribute. Pictured below 

are first graders performing their ever popular Super 

Turkey Song. The music-filled morning also featured 

performances by the Upper School Man Choir, the Lakehill 

Chorale, and the Middle School Choir Allegro Singers. 

In the always heartwarming finale, children and faculty 

members performed Family Tree, a poignant song written 

especially for Lakehill by Jack Noble White, a celebrated 

local composer.
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Academics
Teacher of the Year 

Each year, the Greater East Dallas Chamber of Commerce 
recognizes teachers who have made significant contributions in the 
classroom and in the community. Chamber of Commerce Chairman, 
Darlene Ellison, presented awards to the six winners (three public 
school, three private school) at a luncheon in their honor held at 
Lakehill’s Alice and Erle Nye Family Environmental Science Center.

Social Studies teacher Jamie Thorne was recognized as the Private High School Teacher of the Year.

“I don’t think any of us (teachers) are in the profession for public accolades, but awards like these are such a nice 
reminder that we are not in a ‘thankless profession’,” she said. “It was so rewarding to listen to the biographies of all the 
award winners and all of the wonderful things happening in classrooms throughout our community.  I not only teach in this 
wonderful community, but I call East Dallas home as well! I’m so privileged to teach in a school that supports my efforts 
in the classroom. I can’t inspire my students to be life-longer learners without the help of a supportive administration that 
gives me autonomy in the classroom and provides me with access to technology and enriching professional development 
opportunities.” 

“It is an honor to have one of our master teachers recognized for her outstanding accomplishments,” Lakehill 
Headmaster Roger Perry said. “It is reassuring to know that the business community recognizes the importance of 
excellence in education and supports this program wholeheartedly.”

Three additional Lakehill teachers were selected as finalists in the competition. In the 
Lower School category, Meredith Sauer was recognized. In the Middle School category, 
finalists included Elizabeth Schmitt and Victoria John.

National Merit Semifinalist

Lakehill senior Rachel Drazner earned the distinguished honor of National 
Merit Semifinalist for the Class of 2015.

“As a National Merit Semifinalist, Rachel represents some of the most 
academically talented students in the country,” said Headmaster Roger 
Perry. “We join our teachers and her proud parents in congratulating her for 
this highly esteemed academic honor.” 

About 1.4 million juniors in more than 22,000 high schools entered the 2015 
National Merit Program by taking the 2013 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT). The nationwide pool of Semifinalists, 
which represents less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors, includes 
the highest scoring entrants in each state. These academically talented high school seniors have an opportunity to 
advance in the competition for National Merit Scholarships, with a combined worth of more than $33 million, that will be 
offered this spring.

In February, Rachel was notified that she is a National Merit Finalist.
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Learning the Secret of Code
In today’s high-tech world it is unfortunate that the majority of schools in the U.S. 
do not even offer computer courses and fewer schools are teaching computer 
science than ten years ago. 
 
The Hour of Code is a grassroots campaign focused on getting tens of millions 
of students to try computer programming in celebration of Computer Science Education Week December 8-14. The Hour 
of Code is a one-hour introduction to computer science, designed to demystify code and show that anybody can learn the 
basics. 
 
Although Lakehill already offers a comprehensive computer science program, everyone joined in the fun of Hour of Code. 
Students in kindergarten through grade four participated heavily in the national initiative. Not only did the students use 
some of the online sites available but they also used the iPads, which were provided last year through the generosity of 
Lakehill parents and the Robert E. and Evelyn McKee Foundation, to explore four coding apps: Daisy the Dinosaur, 
Kodable, Hopscotch, and Scratch, Jr. Additionally, the Lower School Computer Club celebrated the Hour of Code 
one afternoon with a party after working on projects they have been creating this semester in Scratch and Tynker.

Third Grade Trip Around The World
No tickets, passports, or luggage were required for travelers to join the LPS Third Grade 
annual Trip Around the World. Visitors were free to wander from country to country, 
exploring the sights, sounds, and tastes from around the globe as third grade students 
served as ambassadors and tour guides sharing the histories, cultures, costumes, and 
cuisines of a variety of countries. 
 
Third graders completed a research report, developed a poster highlighting interesting 
aspects of their country, and prepared a sample of the cuisine representative of that 
country. Some students dressed in native costumes and brought music and artifacts to 
share with visitors. Family, friends and faculty spent a wonderful afternoon globe-trotting in 
the comfort of the Lakehill Preparatory School cafeteria.  

Spelling Bee...the Best
The eighth annual Spelling Bee at Lakehill Preparatory School brought together 
a very competitive field of 55 students from the school’s fourth through eighth 
grades. Each year students from all over the country compete for the chance to 
represent their schools and communities in the Scripps National Spelling Bee. 
The first step in that process is becoming their own school’s Spelling Champion.

Her persistent, never-give-up attitude paid off for this year’s Lakehill Champion, 
seventh grader Kira Willis. After finishing as runner-up in both the 2014 and 
2013 Lakehill Spelling Bees, as well as runner-up in the 2012 Spelling Bee at 
Tyler Street Christian Academy, Kira found herself once again in the final round facing just one other excellent speller, fifth 
grader Mara Sandberg. 

The two competitors were so good in the final round that Spelling Bee Coordinator, English K – 7 Department Chair, Julie 
Riggs, ran through the whole list of over 135 words that had been prepared for the contest. After an intermission in which 
Ms. Riggs generated a new list, competition resumed with Kira earning the title with the winning combination of words 
papyrus and symphonic. 

Last year’s champion Tyler McCall, the last eighth grader in the competition, took third place, going out on officious. 
Eighth grader Kumail Iman took fourth, going out on heiress. Nathan Lewis was the last sixth grader standing, 
while James McKinney was the last fourth grader in the competition.
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Arts
Students Selected for Holiday Art Show

The Point Center for Arts and Education at C.C. Young Retirement Community invited local area artists to participate in 
the annual “What the Holidays Mean to Me” Art Show.

The artwork of thirteen talented Lakehill Upper School students was selected and put on display at The Point throughout 
the month of December. The students also attended a Meet-the-Artists Reception held to honor the artists and promote 
the exhibition.

Lakehill artists selected for display and the titles of their works are: 

Rachel Drazner: Menorah                              
Stephan Cohen: I Love

Brandon Bartholow: Childhood Dreams           

Mandy Scales: The Grinch Tree

Autumn Scales: Presents                                  

Emily Boles: Snowman

Emily Boles: Santa

Erin Boyce: Oh Christmas Tree

Brandon Douglas: Ole Saint Sloth

Will Skipworth: Nativity Scene

Kevin Lantz: Kwanzaa

Sam Caldwell: Snow Nativity

Haley York: The Birth of Jesus

Cole Mertz: Mug

  

Drama, Middle School Style

The Middle School drama classes presented two one-act plays on 
December 5. The first play, My Only Sunshine, shared the story of 
a nine-year-old girl who befriends a twelve-year-old girl who has 
run away from her foster home. The play, written by Lakehill’s own 
Ann Kizer, in memory of her mother, explored the importance of 
family, loving support, and caring for others. Cast members were Ava 
Rheams, Tyler McCall, Georgia Ferguson, Mary Grace Horton, 
Katie Anne Eastus, and Claire Howard.

The second play, Rowdy Kate, is a Western adaptation of William 
Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew by Claire Boiko. Each of the 
cowpokes of New Paduka fear the wild and fierce Kate, daughter of 
the wealthiest matron of the town, until Tricky Pete comes to town. 
Cast members were Heather Hines, Alanna Stern, Montgomery 
Rotellini, Emma Cowsert, Vanya Suchan, Ryan Douglas, Jada 
Silas, Stephanie Davis, Virginia Addison, Kira Willis, Lynley Waggoner, Evyn Greene, Elizabeth Motes, Jonah 
Shaw, Madison Cunnigham, Zuri Williams, Laura Wildman, Liam Reece, Reed Zimmermann, Connor Alexander, 
and Kumail Imam. Macy Ellis served as Stage Technician while Kate Langley helped as Lighting Technician.
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Upper School Goes 1950s 
to Sing Bye Bye Birdie

Upper School Performing Arts students transported audiences in 
Lakehill’s Wyly Auditorium back to 1950’s America with their delightful 
production of the musical Bye Bye Birdie. From the lively music to 
the upbeat dancing to the timeless humor, audience members were 
energized by the performance.

Lakehill’s production featured musical direction by Tracy Herron. The musical was chosen for Lakehill students by Ann 
Kizer, who also provided the stage direction. Although she had never directed this particular show before, Ms. Kizer 
wanted the experience and said, “Mr. Herron knew that we had talented students with voices that could handle the 
vocal requirements of the material.” The musical accompaniment was expertly done by Linda Booth. Support from PFC 
Performing Arts Chairs Ree and Jason Willaford and their team of parent volunteers was invaluable in bringing Bye Bye 
Birdie to the stage.

In the storyline, music executive Albert Peterson, skillfully played by senior Brent Huggins and his secretary Rose 
Alvarez, given lovely voice by senior Camille Willaford, work at the music company Peterson and his mother Mae, played 
hilariously by sophomore Abi Price, own together.
 
When they find out their only client Conrad Birdie, an Elvis-like singer, (sophomore Noah Bernstein) has been drafted, 
the company’s future is in jeopardy.
 
Rose comes up with a brilliant idea: choose one girl to kiss Conrad on The Ed Sullivan Show before he leaves for the 
Army. The lucky girl is Kim MacAfee (charmingly played by Anna-Maria Springman) from Sweet Apple, Ohio, who 
recently got “pinned” to Hugo (junior Brandon Douglas).
 
As Conrad Birdie is welcomed to Sweet Apple, hilarity ensues. Bernstein seemed a natural in this role. From his first 
entrance, the audience burst into laughter without his saying a word. The fanatic teenagers, led by perky sophomore Tillie 
McCoskey, brought a new energy level to the show.
 
Upon his arrival, Conrad is invited to stay at the MacAfee home, with Kim, Mr. and Mrs. MacAfee (freshman Warren 
Lester and senior Kelly Werther) and Randi MacAfee (sophomore Allison Riemer). 

Lower School Winter Program
Glows with Decades of Tradition

The Lower School Winter Program showcased seasonal music 
performances from each Lower School grade. The happy young voices 
filled the Wyly Auditorium and raised the spirits of families, faculty and 
friends in the audience.

In the weeks prior to the event, Lakehill students collected new toys and 
brought them to school. The toys became part of the evening’s grand 
finale known as the  Parade of Gifts when the Lower School performers 
carried the gifts to the stage. Following Lakehill’s happy evening of song, 
the gifts were donated to Interfaith Housing Coalition, Vogel Alcove, and 
The Wilkinson Center to brighten the holidays for the children they serve. 

The giving of toys to children in need is a Lakehill tradition that is over 20 years old.
 



Athlet ics
Warriors Achieve Back-To-Back 
State Playoff Appearances

Warrior Football completed a solid 7-3 season with an appearance in the 
Area Round of the State Playoffs. This is the first time since the 
1998-99 seasons that the Warriors have achieved back-to-back State 
Playoff appearances.
 
As a result of their hard work, dedication and talent, several Lakehill 
Warriors were recognized with District and State honors.

First Team All-District
Cole Ellis- Tight End
Brandon Douglas - Defensive Line
Carlos Lopez, III - Defensive Back
Brandon Bartholow - Running Back and Linebacker 

Second Team All-District
Kason Burt - Offensive Line
Gerard Franklin - Spread Back

Honorable Mention All-District 
Baustin Shaw - Linebacker
Sean Puls - Running Back
Cole Ellis - Kicker
Kevin Lantz - Wide Receiver
Griffin Burt - Linebacker
Keaton Kinnard - Defensive Back and Wide Receiver 

Gerard Franklin (freshman) was recognized with a 
Superlative Award as the District II Newcomer of the Year.

Lakehill set a new school record for All-State level honors with seven total awards to four players: five awards for All-State 
football and two additional awards for Academic All-State.

Cole Ellis - First Team All-State Tight End
Brandon Bartholow - Second Team All-State Running Back 
Brandon Douglas - Honorable Mention All-State Defensive Line 
Carlos Lopez, III - Honorable Mention All-State Defensive Back 
Brandon Bartholow - Honorable Mention All-State Linebacker 

Brandon Douglas - Academic All-State 
Carlos Lopez, III - Academic All-State.

“I can’t think of  a more deserving group of  guys to represent Lakehill on the 2014  All-State football list,” said Varsity Football Coach Chris Peacock. 
“They worked hard in the weight room, at practice, and on Friday nights. But more importantly, they worked hard at being solid team leaders, through their 
words and their actions. Making an All-State team is one of  the highest honors a high school athlete can achieve. We’re very proud of  what these four guys 
have accomplished.”
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Lady Warrior Volleyball Makes History
The Lady Warrior Volleyball Team was undefeated in District play for the first time in school history. The team finished the 

season 26-4, which is the best record in Lakehill history and included a 20-match winning streak. The team was also the 

first to make the regional playoffs since 2004 and finished in the top eight in the state.

“I feel like the luckiest coach in the world to have had the opportunity to work with these girls day in and day out,” Coach 

Jhoana Cayme-Mosley said when asked about this team. “We finished in the top eight in the state. The numbers and 

statistics speak for themselves, but the greatest thing about this team can’t be measured with numbers. They played hard, 

they played smart, and they played together. As a coach, there’s nothing more you could ask for.”

First Team All-District
Samantha Caldwell
Claire Crow
Abi Price
Haley York  

Second Team All-District
Jana Kahn
Kelly Werther 
 
All-District Honorable Mention 
Emily Boles
Jordan Johnson
Anna-Maria Springman

Second Team All-State
Claire Crow 

All-State Honorable Mention
Abi Price  

Academic All-State
Samantha Caldwell

Haley York

Lakehill Live
Don’t Miss Any of the Action!
Lakehill now has live streaming of many events, including 
Lakehill athletic competitions, online at www.nfhsnetwork.com. 
Lakehill Director of Marketing and Community Relations, Gigi 
Ekstrom and Athletic Director, Bob Yttredahl, established 
this network activity and recruited a team of volunteers to 
“shoot” the action and provide real-time commentary. 
Subscribe today to get full access to live events throughout 
the year. An annual subscription is just $59 and can be 
shared with three people. A 24-hour Day Pass may also be 
purchased for $9.95.
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Opening Doors Capital Campaign

$5,000,000 C A P I T A L
C A M P A I G N
G O A L

ONE
NEW WRITING LAB
NEW SCIENCE LAB
NEW UPPER SCHOOL ART ROOM
ADDITIONAL NEW ELEVATOR

TWONEW COMPUTER ROOMS
NEW BATHROOMS

THREE LARGE MEETING/EVENT/GROUP 
PRACTICE/CLUB ROOMS

FIVENEW ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

SIX NEW CLASSROOMS

SEVENTY ONE
NEW DOORS



Remembering Mary Jeannette “Marinette” Kidder
Visionary and Leader 

Marinette was born in Lincoln, Nebraska on August 8, 1925. She grew up and spent her teenage years in Dallas, 

Texas. A few months before her twentieth birthday she went on a blind date at Winfrey Point on White Rock Lake in 

Dallas, where she met Glenn Ansel Kidder, a recent PhD graduate in Organic Chemistry. They quickly fell in love 

and married four days after Marinette’s twentieth birthday.

The new couple began what was to be a forty-four year marriage filled with travel and adventure by moving to 

Harbel, Liberia. They lived on a large Firestone rubber plantation where Glenn worked. While in Liberia, Marinette 

gave birth to their three sons, Mark, Eric, and Gary.

From Liberia, the Kidders moved to Akron, Ohio, where they lived for four years. They relocated to Majorca, Spain 

for two years, which included many travel adventures throughout Europe for the family of five. After living in Spain, 

the family moved to Wilmington, Delaware. Glenn commuted weekly from there to New York City for a year before 

taking the family to live on a Uniroyal rubber plantation in Sumatra, Indonesia. 

Shortly after arriving at their new home in Kisaran, Sumatra, 

Marinette had their daughter, Anita. Political unrest and 

violence in Sumatra eventually forced the evacuation of 

Marinette and Anita. They ultimately traveled back to Dallas 

where Glenn was able to join the family in 1969.

In 1970, Marinette joined with other families and community 

leaders in the Lakewood area and developed the vision of 

creating a private school where local children could receive 

a quality private education to prepare them for college. The 

group arranged to rent space in the Lakewood Baptist 

Church on Hillside Drive and, in 1971, Lakehill Preparatory 

School opened in the building that would ultimately become 

the school’s main campus.

The Kidder Family has always played an important role at 

Lakehill. Over the years Glenn did various tasks to develop 

the Lakehill library. Today their son, Mark, is the Facilities 

Manager at the school. Mark’s wife, Nora, is the 

Headmaster’s Secretary and their daughter, Lindsey, is the Admissions Assistant. 

However, in the 1971 beginnings, Marinette volunteered to help establish the library within the new school. As that 

progressed she was asked to “volunteer” as the temporary front office secretary. Following that, she became the 

Headmaster’s Secretary. In 2001, Marinette Kidder retired from Lakehill Preparatory School after thirty years of 

service to what had become her Lakehill Family. She passed away peacefully on January 10, 2015.

Financial remembrances may be made to the Glenn and Marinette Kidder Memorial Scholarship
at Lakehill Preparatory School.  

L A K E H I L L
L E A D E R S H I P
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