
Middle School Electives 2018 - 2019 

 

Art 

Seventh and eighth grade art students will study in depth: shading with a pencil, pen and ink, 

colored pencil, watercolor, tempera paint and acrylics. Students will be studying perspective 

drawing, in particular foreshortening. There will also be a focus on the human body and self-

portraits. 

 

3D Art  

This year’s 3D art class will focus on projects including Ceramics, Found Object Art, Fiber Art 

Project, Ofrendas Metal Embossing, and an Egg Carton Challenge. 

 

Choir 

Students who love to sing and perform will enjoy participating in this elective. Students will 

learn a variety of music in several different languages.  

 

Competition Theater   
Competition Theater, also known as Forensics, is a course in which students prepare for 

competition in such categories as Duet Acting, Dramatic and Humorous Interpretation, Poetry 

and Prose Reading, Lip-Sync, TV Commercial, Group Improv, Storytelling, and Duo 

Interpretation. Students will select a piece of literature for interpretation, learn and utilize the 

elements of an introduction, and rehearse/perform an interpretation of the literature in class and 

at selected competitions. Tournament participation is required. 

 

Creative Writing Magazine 

Writers and editors will love the opportunity to develop, practice, and share their voice through 

poetry, short stories, blogs, and illustrations. Students will also encourage their classmates to 

submit pieces for online publications. 

  

Computer Studies  

Computer Studies is a required course for seventh or eighth grade. After a review of Word, 

Excel, and PowerPoint, students learn the basics of HTML and create several Web 

pages.  Arithmetic problems in binary and hexadecimal number systems are presented and the 

Jeroo and Alice programming environments are explored. 

 

Engineering 101 

Do you ever wonder how the machines and structures around you make our world work? Are 

you curious about how bridges are built and how birds fly? Students will use their imaginations 

and engineering skills to design, build, and test their own feats of engineering ingenuity.  

 

Drama 
This elective is a formal introduction to drama, including the history of the theater, discussions 

of plays and important playwrights (Plautus, Shakespeare, Moliere, Shaw, and Chekhov), 

exploring the development of early and modern comedy through the study of key figures such as 

Marcel Marceau, Charles Chaplin, and Lucille Ball, and studying character analysis via 

discussion, television, and films. Emphasis is placed on developing creative expression and 

confidence through participation in individual and group pantomimes, short skits, and 

improvisations. The Drama course concludes with the performance of a one-act play. 

 



 

 

Makerspace Studio 

In this creative “do-it-yourself” class, students will gather to create, invent, and learn. Explore 

interests and passions, share resources and knowledge, and work on a project of your own choice 

– perhaps knitting, bicycle repair, or electrical circuits. In this class you can tinker to your heart’s 

content.  

 

Musical Theater 

Students will participate in the production and performance of a musical.  This will include 

choreography, choral singing, solo singing, staging, set building, stage make-up, costuming, and 

publicity. 

 

Robotics  

Students will work in teams to build and program LEGO Mindstorms EV3 robots to tackle 

weekly challenges that test their understanding of programming, logic, and engineering concepts. 

Building robots with particular goals in mind, and programming inputs, outputs, loops, and 

if/then parameters, will allow students to create LEGO robots that sense the world around them 

and react. Mindstorms Robots are perfect proof that you're never too old for LEGOs! 

 

U.S. History Through Movies 

Everyone likes the movies. They entertain us; they teach us; and they provide an escape into a 

world of fantasy, adventure, and excitement. Movies about real things like history let us see the 

past as if we were really there. However, sometimes those movies don’t tell the true story; 

changes are made to the events to make them more appealing or acceptable. This class will look 

at movies about events in U.S. history from both sides. First semester and second semester will 

focus on different films and topics. 


